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Burundi 
Prime Minister: Government Engaged in Diplomacy 


EA2106154295 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 0430 GMT 21 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Burundian Prime Minister 
Antoine Nduwayo gave a news conference for both 
national and international journalists at Novotel Hotel, 
in Bujumbura, yesterday afternoon. The prime minister 
first spoke about the main achievements of his govern- 
ment after three months in office, and touched on future 
prospects. Here is Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo: 


[Begin Nduwayo recording] [passage omitteds On the 
diplomatic front, we have initiated a policy of active 
and preventive diplomacy directed at the countries of 
our subregion with the aim of creating an environment 
conducive to peace. With this aim, we have made two 
visits, one to Rwanda and another to Zaire. [passage 
omitted] His Excellency Mr. Kengo wa Dondo, the 
Zairian prime minister, is expected to visit Burundi very 
shortly. Similarly, the government intends to conduct a 
policy of intensive diplomacy with Tanzania to prevent 
risks of incursions across our common borders. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


Six Killed Near Zairian Border; Hutus Blamed 


AB2206082095 Paris AFP in English 
0755 GMT 22 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, June 22 (AFP) — 
Six people were killed on a farm near the Burundi bor- 
der with Zaire in an attack blamed on Hutu extremists, 
authorities here said Thursday (22 June]. 


A military source said Wednesday’s attack was probably 
carried out by extremists who fled the capital’s troubled 
northern Kamenge district at the weekend following 
fierce clashes with the Tutsi-dominated army. 


The extremists allegedly attacked the farm in Rukoko, 
west of Bujumbura before fleeing into Zaire where 
Burundian Hutus are suspected of collaborating with 
Rwandan Hutu extremists housed in refugee camps. 
The farm attacked belongs to the Burundian Institute 
of Agronomical Sciences, 


Meanwhile sporadic shooting was heard overnight in 
Kamenge, which has been sealed off by the army and 
emptied of most of its residents who fled to neighboring 
hills. 


Burundi is riven by an ethnic divide similar to that 
which exploded into civil war in neighbouring Rwanda 
last year leaving 500,000 dead. 


Hutus represent the vast majority of the Burundi popula- 
tion — some 85 percent, against the Tutsis’ 14 percent, 
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but the Tutsis hold the levers of power inas: — ¥ coali- 


tion government and in the security forces. 


University Employee Killed 21 Jun 


EA2106161895 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 2] Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The University of Burundi 
has once again suffered from insecurity. This morning 
a university employee, Mr. (Stanislas Rugenza), was 
killed by unknown people. Mr. (Rugenza) was the 
research director at the University of Burundi. Some 
people were injured in the panic that ensued. 


It is also worth noting that Rukoko farm was attacked 
last night. The toll: six dead, three cows killed, and (?a 
number) of cows disappeared. 


RSF Concerned About Media Stirring Up Hatred 


AB2106224795 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 21 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] Reporters 
Without Frontiers [RSF] has lodged a complaint against 
the media which is fanning the flames of ethnic hatred 
in the country. The complaint was lodged at the 
attorney general’s office in Bujumbura. It points an 
accusing finger at L7ETOILE, LA NATION, and LE 
CARREFOUR DES IDEES newspapers. RSF accuses 
the three newspapers of racial aversion, attacks, threats, 
publication of false information, and appeals that sound 
like apologies of crime. In a telephone interview by 
Mohamed Youssoufou Saliou a few minutes ago, Robert 
Meynard, chairman of the RSF, said this attitude has 
lasted too long, and that enough is enough: 


[Begin recording] [Meynard] For years now, a certain 
number of newspapers in Burundi have been fanning 
the flame of hatred by throwing oil into the fire. We 
have seen what radio stations that preach hatred can 
achieve, you know, radio stations such as Les Mille 
Collines Radio in Rwanda. We do not wish this. We 
cannot accept the idea that this situation can be repeated 
in Burundi. 


In Burundi today, a certain number of journalists — we 
must put the word journalist in quotes — have turned 
themselves into real killers. As you know, sometimes 
the microphone or a simple pen is more effective than a 
machete. Therefore, in the face of this media that does 
not hesitate to call for the killing of ali Tutsis or all 
Hutus on their front pages, we have decided first to ask 
the Burundian authorities to be responsible, that is to 
ban these media, and to render these media harmless. 
As the Burundian authorities have not done so yet — 
even though the Burundian president seems bent on 
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doing so today — we have directly lodged a complaint 
against the most virulent media in Burundi, against three 
newspapers some of which — like LE CARREFOUR 
DES IDEES — have published a list of people, and 
rewards for those who will kill them. Can you imagine 
that? This is not freedom of the media. It is something 
else. It is an invitation to murder. 


[Saliou] So, what is your feeling about the situation 
in Burundi following the assassination of the research 
director of the University of Bujumbura today? 


[Meynard] My feeling is that today, a certain number of 
journalists who have transformed themselves into real 
assassins must be prevented from continuing their ne- 
farious acts, knowing the influence that radio stations or 
newspapers can have in countries like Rwanda or Bu- 
rundi where there is a kind of personality cult, where all 
that emanates from an authorized voice assumes consid- 
erable weight. Judging from the prevailing climate — 
you referred to today’s assassination — when we see the 
powder keg that Burundi represents today, we can well 
imagine that a more virulent call for hatred is enough 
to make everything explode. The media in Burundi can 
be this lighter that will light the fuse of the bomb. [end 
recording] 


Cameroon 


Ethnic Clashes Reported in Northwest Province 


AB2106225195 Libreville Africa No. 1] in French 
1830 GMT 21 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] There has been a resurgence 
of ethnic conflicts in the English-speaking Northwest 
Province of Cameroon. Since the beginning of the 
month, the Bafanji and Bali ethnic groups here have 
been clashing over land ownership in a province where 
the economy is essentially based on agriculture. The 
situation is so serious that Prime Minister Simon Ashidi 
Achu has had to issue a serious warning to the parties 
in the conflict. (Claude Relassi), you have the details: 


[Relassi] No one can expect to escape from the law for 
committing such crimes simply because he belongs to 
the ruling party, Simon Achidi Achu said in a television 
statement. He was hereby alluding to the Cameroon 
People’s Democratic Movement. In fact, the conflict 
between the Bafanji and Bali ethnic groups is a very 
longstanding one, rooted in the past. For the past 30 
years efforts made by local authorities to settle the 
dispute have been in vain. As you said, the bone of 
contention is the farmlands which the two communities 
have been fighting over for ownership. Moreover, the 
simmering situation in the Northeast Province is just 
like a potential powder keg likely to cause general 
conflagration in the region if it explodes. 
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To illustrate this, sources close to the governor’s office 
report that there are fears that the clashes between the 
Bafanji and Bali ethnic groups might trigger off other 
brewing tribal conflicts in the province. There are said to 
be three similar hotbeds of conflicts in the neighborhood 
of Bamenda which might also degenerate in the same 
way. This is the reason why gendarmes are on the 
alert to avoid any skirmishes, which have already been 
reported in the area. 


The situation on the ground is very tense. The Bafanji 
and Bali cominunities watch each other defiantly. On 
the evening of 18 June, some young adults erected 
barricades on the access roads leading to the two 
villages, checking vehicles and, especially, the ethnic 
origin of the passengers. The conflict has led to 3,000 
displaced persons but to top it all, the Bali tribesmen 
have been accused of blocking relief vehicles, and this 
has compelled the National Committee for the Defense 
of Rights and Freedoms, a government organization, to 
make an urgent appeal for medicines and clothing. 


Gabon 


Country To Remain in OPEC Despite Dispute 


AB1906171095 Libreville Africa No. I in French 
1215 GMT 19 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Gabon will remain a member 
of OPEC, an organization with which it is locked in 
dispute over the amount of its annual contribution, 
even though the country was not represented at the 
opening ceremony of the ministerial conference in 
Vienna, Austria this morning. This was announced by 
Gabonese Oil Minister Paul Toungui. During a recent 
visit to Paris, President Omar Bongo received proposals 
from the OPEC General Secretariat on the amount 
of Gabon’s annual contribution to the organization’s 
budget. According to the minister, these proposals will 
be considered in Libreville by the cabinet on a date that 
is yet to be fixed. The minister did not say whether 
Gabon will take part in the ministerial conference in 
Vienna. 


While we wait for a decision, Gabon, which is the 
smallest oil- producing member country of the cartel 
with a quota of 227,000 barrels a day, remains a member 
of the organization. Its production level exceeds this 
quota by about 50,000 barrels a day. Libreville is 
challenging the method of calculation of the annual 
contribution of OPEC member countries. Irrespective of 
their production level, all members pay the same amount 
per annum, something Libreville considers unfair. It 
may be reca'led that in 1992, Equator, a small producer 
like Gabon, pulled out of the organization for the same 
reason. 
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Zaire 


Tension Exists Between Locals, Rwandan Refugees 


AB2106220795 Libreville Africa No. 1] in French 
1830 GMT 21 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The situation is not that good in 
eastern Zaire where interethnic tension prevails between 
locals and Rwandan immigrants a week after the clashes 
in which about 100 people were killed. The new element 
tonight is that Rwandan refugees, according to some 
Zairians living in the ai.a, have received conspicuous 
assistance from members of the former Rwandan Armed 
Forces and extremist Hutu militiamen who infiltrated the 
region last year. 


A contingent of the Armed Forces of Zaire has been 
sent to the area to launch a security campaign for the 
local people, and to try to retrieve war weapons that are 
still circulating in great numbers. This is a very delicate 
operation given the fact that both refugees and locals 
have built barricades on the roads to check people’s 
identities and ethnic groups. 


Moderate Opposition Denounces Political Contacts 


AB2206095295 Paris AFP in French 
2032 GMT 2] Jun 95 


CENTRAL AFRICA . 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kinshasa, 21 Jun (AFP)— 
The moderate opposition, in a news conference today, 
denounced "political contacts" between the presidential 
group and the radical wing of the opposition led 
by former Prime Minister Etienne Tshisekedi. Mr. 
Mwamba Nduba, a leader of the moderates, recalled 
the January 1994 agreements signed in Kinshasa, which 
paved the way for Kengo wa Dondo to become prime 
minister and put Tshisekedi out of power. 


Mr. Nduba condemned “any political trafficking" on be- 
half of the moderate opposition and reminded the polit- 
ical forces of the presidential group and the president of 
the Republic that they cannot ignore the Kinshasa ac- 
cords "without repudiating their signatures and breaking 
the law." 


A "Crisis Committee," set up by the political forces of 
the presidential movement, disapproved of the contacts 
between the chairman of the political platform close to 
Marshal Mobutu, Mr. Madungu Bula Nyati, and Etienne 
Tshisekedi. 
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Somalia 


Aidid Outlines New Government Program 


EA2106193695 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 
1700 GMT 20 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mr. Mohamed Farah Aidid, 
the president of the Republic of Somalia, addressed 
the Somali people tonight through the mass media, and 
explained the government’s new plan. President Aidid 
reported on the problem caused by the dictatorship 
regime which ruled the country in a savage manner for 
nearly a quarter of a century. [passage omitted] 


However, the Somali people who saw the foreign 
forces as perpetrators of oppression tried their utmost 
to arrive at a just solution to their problem and their 
differences, and held the great national reconciliation 
conference, which opened in Mogadishu on 1 November 
1994, and continued to 15 June. Mr. Mohamed Farah 
Aidid, in explaining the results of the conference, 
said it succeeded in forming a broad-based national 
government which has so far formed a cabinet, and an 
administration. 


The cabinet held its first meeting on this matter on 
19 June, and decided to draft and to implement the 
government’s political program. Its articles include: 
bringing about peace and stability, rehabilitation of basic 
institutions, and reviving the socioeconomic conditions 
of the Somali community. 


On internal policy and security, the articles agreed 
on are: bringing about law and order, disarmament, 
resettlement, clearing land mines, establishment of a 
federal system of government, formation of regional 
autonomies, implementation of a multiparty system, 
holding free elections on the basis of one man one vote, 
registration, and a population census. 


The creation of [word indistinct], enabling the resettle- 
ment of refugees and displaced people, working on ways 
of getting compensation for Somali people for the losses 
caused by the foreign forces in various ways, were also 
agreed on. 


Speaking on foreign policy, the president said that the 
Somali Government favors peaceful coexistence with 
the world’s peoples and governments, the peaceful res- 
olution of all conflicts, noninterference in the internal 
affairs of independent countries, the promotion of coop- 
eration between governinents, equality of peoples, peo- 
ple’s rights to self-determination, respect for the sover- 
eignty of all countries, and respect for all international 
conventions and agreements that Somalia is party to. 
[passage omitted] 
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The government’s program on economic policy is: the 
implementation of a free market; care for health and an- 
imal husbandry; expanding the private sectors; enc* ur- 
agement of foreign investment; rehabilitation of eco- 
nomic mainstays; promotion of the country’s produc- 
tivity, including farming, livestock and fisheries; the 
exploitation of natural resources and exploration of oil 
wells and minerals; the rehabilitation of basic infrastruc- 
tures such as roads, ports, and airports; the rehabilita- 
tion of water pipes and electricity and communications; 
the encouragement of private ownership of air, land, 
and marine transport; reviving the central bank and de- 
velopment bank, promoting private banks and financial 
institutions, reviewing the national currency; growth of 
exports and imports; a review of systems of taxation; 
the growth of light industries, rehabilitation of indus- 
tries; and promotion of tourism. 


The government’s program for the social sectors in- 
cludes: the rehabilitation of health centers all over the 
country; the promotion of preventive medicine; the for- 
mation of medical rehabilitation institutions; the im- 
provement of general health; increasing the awareness 
of people who prevent the spread of killer diseases; 
the rehabilitation of schools, technical institutes, and 
the national university; the reorganization of the edu- 
cational curriculum; the promotion of schools and pri- 
vate colleges; the promotion of Islamic education; the 
intensification of adult education and training for un- 
skilled workers; the provision of training and job place- 
ments for disabled people; starting private projects for 
the fighters who have spent their lives safeguarding the 
dignity and honor of Somali people; establishing re- 
search centers; proper exploitation of labor force; pro- 
teciing human rights minorities; creating development 
opportunities for women; encouraging nongovernmen- 
tal organizations; and caring for orphans, and mothers. 


The government’s program on land policy includes: 
caring for the land and wildlife, protecting parks, 
avoiding pollution, and preventing desertification. 


Mr. Mohamed Farah Aidid hopes the cabinet, in coop- 
eration with the various sectors of the community, will 
succeed in the rehabilitation and implementation of the 
decisions which form part of the Somali Government’ s 
political program. These are important, and should be 
carried out as soon as possible. He wishes them success 
and development. 
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Uganda 
Former Minister Explains Resignation Decision 


EA1906221595 Nairobi THE EASTAFRICAN 
in English 19-25 Jun 95 p11 


[Interview with Paul Ssemogerere, leader of the Ugan- 
dan Democratic Party and former minister, by THE 
EASTAFRICAN correspondent James Kigozi — place 
and date not given] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Dr. Paul Ssemogerere, 
leader of Uganda’s Democratic Party [DP], resigned last 
week from the National Resistance Movement [NRM] 
government in which he was second deputy prime 
minister, and minister of public service. He spoke to 
James Kigozi. 


[Kigozi] Why did you finally resign after ignoring calls 
for so long? 


[Ssemogerere] I resigned because it was my duty to 
take a clear position on issues being discussed in 
the Constituent Assembly [ca], particularly Article 94 
(seeking to entrench movement politics in the new 
Constitution) which contradicts fundamental human 
rights. I also intend to contest the presidential election 
and it was not in order to continue serving under a 
president who is also a candidate. 


{Kigozi] There are reports that your relationship with 
the top leadership in the NRM have soured. 


[Ssemogerere] Not in all aspects. But on this question of 
the Constitution, I found it very hard to persuade most of 
the top leadership in the NRM that human rights need to 
be guaranteed in the new Constitution. When the NRM 
captured power in 1986, it was abrupt and there was a 
vacuum of leadership. In the interests of the country, the 
Democratic Party agreed to cooperate with the NRM. 
There were no terms governing that relationship because 
it was a transitional period. But the DP regards the 
Constitution as a document for posterity, not for the 
incumbency. The NRM look at the constitution-making 
process in light of the current leadership. 


[Kigozi] Can you elaborate on that? 


[Ssemogerere] The NRM wants to entrench itself in the 
new Constitution. If the NRM was not in government 
now, they would be the last to entertain clauses which 
entrench their opponents in the Constitution. Even 
now, if new leaders emerged for the movement, the 
present leadership would be sorry they entrenched the 
movement system in the Constitution. It is like the UPC 
[Uganda People’s congress] government which passed 
the detention without trial law, to which they fell victim 
later. Those who feel they are in the inner NRM circle 
now assume they will be in power all the time. I resigned 
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because I wanted to discuss these issues unencumbered 
by being a minister in the NRM. 


[Kigozi] Are you saying the NRM is trying to rig the 
Constitution? 


[Ssemogerere] I would say there is some concern here, 
because some members who were elected to the CA, 
for example in Buganda [Region], campaigned on a 
federal system. But they have been manipulated by the 
NRM with promises of ministerial appointments and 
other favours if they go along with whatever the NRM 
provides. This is exerting undue influence, using state 
machinery to frustrate the voters. On the question of 
the political system, there are caucuses at all levels 
where the government has exerted undue influence to 
ensure that CA delegates toe the NRM line. This is not 
a healthy environment for a new Constitution. 


[Kigozi] What will the Democratic Party do if the NRM 
is entrenched in the Constitution? 


[Ssemogerere] The relevant party organs will decide our 
plan of action, but it will be a very sad day for the 
country because it will have entrenched a monolithic 
structure and stifled a matter of fundamental principles. 


[Kigozi] What is your political programme between now 
and the elections in December? 


[Ssemogerere] There are many things to sort out, but the 
constitution-making exercise will have a direct bearing 
on what we do. It may end up that elections are a 
waste of time, but we shall review that at the end 
of this exercise. Otherwise I would want to present 
myself to the country, explain myseif in the area of 
political development, the economy, and social aspects. 
But the main area is political development, because this 
is where the NRM seems to be shying away. They are 
ignoring the views of the majority of the rural people 
and centering everything around a few top leaders. 
[passage omitted] 


[Kigozi] There are allegations that you are now allied 
with your former arch-rivals the UPC? 


[Ssemogerere] There is no such alliance. But this 
question of human rights and political freedoms is so 
central even the UPC has come round to support it. We 
welcome that. 


[Kigozi] How do you rate your chances against Mr. 
Museveni in a presidential race? The NRM has taken 
most of your supporters. 


[Ssemogerere] You don’t run simply as a party candi- 
date. You have to get support from all over the country. 
There is no data that DP supporters have joined the 
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NRM. The political history of this country shows that 
voters change their minds at general elections. 


[Kigozi] What is the greatest weakness of the NRM? 


[Ssemogerere] They have an obsolete political ideology 
which builds a system around a personality cult, like 
Mao or Kim II-sung. In Uganda this is a most unsuitable 
model because we are heterogeneous and have different 
preferences on most issues. The NRM system will only 
serve to bring political instability. 


ibyan Minister Delivers al-Qadhdhafi Message 


EA2106155395 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1000 GMT 21 Jun 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Libya’s minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr. "Umar Mustafa al-Muntasir, today handed 
over a message from Libya’s leader Colonel Mu’ ammar 
al-Qadhdhafi to President Yoweri Museveni. The meet- 
ing took place at State House, Kampala. [passage omit- 
ted] 
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Mandela: No State of Emergency For KwaZulu/ 
Natal 


MB2106155395 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 21 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela 
has no intention of imposing a state of emergency in 
KwaZulu/Natal, so says Home Affairs Deputy Minister 
Penuell Maduna in reply to a question by National 
Party MP Piet Steenkamp. He said ihe situation in the 
province didn’t require the declaration of a state of 
emergency at this stage. Mr. Maduna added that the 
president would consult with the cabinet before he took 
such steps. 


Mandela Says UK’s Major Turns Down 
Compromise 


MB2106161595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1605 GMT 21 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] National Assembly June 21 
SAPA — British Prime Minister John Major had turned 
down a request by President Nelson Mandela that he 
accept a compromise proposal on the extradition of 
Libyan nationals suspected of involvement in the 1989 
Lockerbie air disaster. 


Mr Major had insisted that the two men be extradited 
to stand trial in Scotland, Mr Mandela said replying 
to a question by Mr Colin Eglin. Libya had offered to 
extradite the suspects to a neutral country to be tried by 
Scottish judges under Scottish law at the International 
Court of Justice. The impasse over the extradition of the 
suspects was having a detrimental effect on relations 
within the Organisation of African Unity and would 
again be discussed at next week’s OAU summit in Addis 
Ababa. 


Mr Mandela said he had also held talks on the matter 
with former United States President George Bush, 
former French President Francois Mitterand and King 
Juan Carlos of Spain. 


Commissioner Interviews Mandela on Shootings 


MB2106183395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1806 GMT 21] Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] National Assembly June 21 
SAPA — No statement had been taken from Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela about his involvement in the 
Shell House shootings, but Commissioner of Police 
George Fivaz had personally interviewed him, Minis- 
ter of Safety and Security Sydney Mufamadi said on 
Wednesday [21 June]. The investigation team was in 
the process of identifying individuals involved in the 
incident to obtain statements from them, he said in a 
reply to Douglas Gibson (DP [Democratic Party]) 
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Sinn Fein Leader Praises Results of Visit 


MB2206051595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2053 GMT 21 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg June 21 SAPA 
— South Africa was testimony to the power of the 
human .pirit, Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams said on 
Wednesday [21 June]. 


Speaking at the end of a week-long visit to South Africa, 
he said South Africa’s victory over apartheid showed 
the world every conflict had a potential solution. "We 
are going back to Ireland rejuvenated by what we have 
seen," Mr Aiams said. "No conflict is intractable. That 
is probatily the most important lesson we have learnt." 
Mr Adams said he felt privileged to have met senior 
government leaders and was struck by their generosity 
of spirit, an attitude that should be made part of the 
peace process in Northern Ireland. He said talks with 
Afrikaner leaders were "a major revelation". 


Although the focus of Mr Adams’s visit was conflict res- 
olution, he appeared before the parliamentary Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs last week and said murder squads 
armed with South African weapons had killed more than 
200 innocent Roman Catholics in the Irish conflict. He 
said Armscor [Armaments Corporation of South Africa] 
provided weapons to the squads through British mili- 
tary intelligence during the apartheid era. Sinn Fein was 
gathering evidence to submit to the Cameron Commis- 
sion investigating Armscor activities. 


Sinn Fein Hires Attorney To Brief on Arms Deals 


MB2206101595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0944 GMT 22 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town June 22 SAPA 
— A South African attorney has been briefed by Sinn 
Fein to make submissions to the Cameron commission 
on alleged Armscor [Armaments Corporation of South 
Africa] armaments deals to paramilitary loyalist groups 
in Northern Ireland. 


Former Lawyers for Human Rights head Brian Currin, 
now at a Johannesburg law firm, has been briefed by 
Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams to make representations. 


Mr Adams — invited to South Africa by the ANC 
recently — alleged to a parliamentary committee on 
foreign affairs last week that Ulster loyalists armed with 
South African supplied weapons had killed more than 
200 innocent Roman Catholics in the Irish conflict. 


He alleged Armscor had provides weapons to the 
squads through British Military Intelligence during the 
apartheid era. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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The commission received a letter from Mr Currin on 
Wednesday [21 Jun.:] in which he states: "According to 
information which we have gleaned through research 
and interviews, it would appear that South African 
agents and Armscor had dealings with paramilitary 
loyalist groups in the north of Ireland as recently as 
April 1991." 


Mr Currin has requested an opportunity to make the 
submissions next week, during the commission’s second 
leg of its inquiry into current arms trade policy. 


The commission, however, is still considering the re- 
quest, commission advocate Brian Sheer said on Thurs- 
day. 


The commission has already received written submis- 
sions from the Belfast based Relatives for Justice Group, 
representing a number of families who were killed with 
weapons allegedly shipped from South Africa to North- 
ern Ireland by loyalists in 1988. 


"We are concerned that the 1988 shipment may have 
been the first of a number of shipments made and that 
further shipments may have been made between 1988 
and 1994, " the submission said. 


The organisation has briefed a Dublin attorney, Peter 
Madden, to make oral submissions to the commission. 


In a supplementary submission the group said there was 
"widespread belief in Northern Ireland and beyond that 
South African arms have been used in the past to murder 
innocent people in Northern Ireland”. 


"Although there is...a cease-fire in force in our country, 
no proper negotiations have yet taken place between the 
parties to our conflict.” 


Noting the commission’s terms of reference, the submis- 
sion adds that particular care should be taken to ensure 
that future procedures ‘will prevent any future unautho- 
rised transactions by unauthorised persons”. 


Purchase of Navy Corvettes Reportedly ‘Deferred’ 


MB2106155295 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 21 Jun 95 
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[FBIS Transcribed Text] The South African Defense 
Force’s purchase of four corvettes for the Navy has been 
deferred until a later date. 


Speaking in Parliament, Defense Minister Joe Modise 
said his ministry was deferring the purchase because 
of budgetary constraints and the lack of consensus on 
the matter. He added that this was being done despite 
the urgent need to protect South Africa’s territorial 
waters and its natural resources. The purchase of the 
four corvettes has been a controversial issue both in 
and out of Parliament, mainly because of the purchase 
price estimated at about 1.6 billion rands. Mr. Modise 
also announced that the moratorium on prosecutions of 
citizen force members who ignored their call-ups was 
to be extended. 


He told the National Assembly that the Defense Force 
was looking for ways of attracting volunteers for an 
affordable, fully representative part-time force. 


Minister on Pre-Embargo Arms Sales To Rwanda 


MB2206091595 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in English 0500 GMT 22 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] It’s been revealed that South 
Africa made about 100 million rands on arms sales 
to Rwanda before the May 1994 United Nations arms 
embargo on that country. 


Defense Minister Joe Modise told the National Assem- 
bly that between iate 1980 and March 1992, Armscor 
[Armaments Corporation of South Africa] had sold in- 
fantry weapons worth about 26 million rands to the 
Rwandan Government. The weapons included grenade 
launchers, rocket launchers, mortars, rifles, and ammu- 
nition of various levels. Denel had taken over Armscor’s 
contracts in April 1992, but in February 1993, Armscor 
had refused to issue Denel any more export permits be- 
cause the situation in Rwanda was Cuteriorating rapidly. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Angola 


UN Emissary on Cease-Fire Violations, Savimbi 


AB2106220395 Abidjan LE JOUR in French 
21 Jun 95 p9 


[Interview with Alioune Blondin Beye, UN special en- 
voy to Angola, by LE JOUR correspondent Abdoulaye 
Sangare; place and date not /ziven] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] [LE 
JOUR] Don’t you think that the upheavals of the past 
weeks could inreaten the peace process? 


[Beye] I am always verv surprised at the way people 
see what are referred to as violations of the Lusaka 
Peace Protocol. Readers and you journalists interpret 
the violations as signs of hostilities. Since 22 November 
1994, 48 hours after the signing of the protocol, there 
have been no hostilities as such but rather cease-fire 
violations. In fact, there have been unauthorized troop 
movements, raids against civilians, unauthorized plane 
movements! These breaches of the cease-fire protocol 
are of course forbidden but they do not constitute real 
hostilities or military confrontations. What should be 
remembered now is that there is no more war in Angola. 


[LE JOUR] Aren’t unauthorized plane muvements 
cease-fire violations? 


[Beye] I just told you. They constitute cease-fire vi- 
olations. We do not tolerate them. When government 
military aircraft undertake mere drills. normally such 
practices are forbidden in the Lusaka Accords. In emer- 
gency cases, a request has to be submitted to the United 
Nations which then gives an authorization. Right now, 
there is no violatior of the accords. I insist that there 
is no more fighting betwee. the forces as is the case in 
Bosnia. 


[LE JOUR] Are you saying that the war has ended in 
Angola? 


[Beye] In his news conference in Lusaka, President 
dos Santos said that the war has ended in Angola and 
besides, if there were still war in Angola, do you think 
that the UN Security Council would have sent 3,000 
blue helmets to Angola? This is a peacekeeping force, 
So it means there is peace there. 


[LE JOUR] Is the current phase of this peace irre- 
versible? 


[Beye] It is better to be very cautious with the Angola 
issue. According to our data, we believe we have now 
reached the consolidation phase. 


[LE JOUR] Did the Lusaka Protocol foresee last minute 
resistance as far as power-sharing is concerned? 
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[Beye] No. There was no last minute resistance. Power- 
sharing or more concretely, the participation of the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
in the running of state affairs was stipulated in the 
Lusaka Peace Protocol. The protocol spelled out over 
several pages, the list of various ministries, embassies, 
communes, and so on.... Therefore, there is no problem 
on this issue. We agreed to leave aside the problem 
of Dr. Savimbi. Dr. Savimbi even said o1 Africa No. 1 
radio station that he is currently engaged in negotiations 
with his brother of the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola, President dos Santos, and that he 
does not want to make any official statement. 


[LE JOUR] Is the issue of the various trocps definitively 
settled? 


[Beye] It was decided to set up an Angolan National 
Army composed of the various existing factions. 


[LE JOUR] In the past months, Jonas Savimbi hx: 
made several trips to South Africa. Has President Nel: | 
Mandela played an important role in the peace proc: °° 


[Beye] I thank you for this question which gives me 
the opportunity to hail the roles played in the Angolan 
crisis by the African heads of state of the subregion. 
They are presidents Mugabe, Mobutu, Sam Nujoma, 
Nelson Mandela, and so on... It should be known that 
the Angolan head of state has close relations with these 
African heads of state. The assistance given by these 
head: of state has been essential in solving the Angolan 
crisis. 


[LE JOUR] What about the West African heads of state? 


[Beye] The role played by Cote d’Ivoire in the Angolan 
crisis needs not be demonstrated. There were negotia- 
tions with late President Houphouet-Boigny which were 
very useful, that is why we want President Savimbi to 
have contacts with the various heads of state to consol- 
idate his ideas. [passage omitted] 


UNITA Delegation Still Meeting With Government 


MB2206093795 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 22 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] delegation, 
which came from Bailundo to discuss important issues 
related to the Lusaka Protocol with the government, 
is still in Luanda. It is not known whether the talks 
will conclude today. It has been reported that the 
UNITA delegation will return to Bailundo with the 
government’s proposal to appoint Jonas Savimbi as vice 
president. 


This report may contzin copyrighied material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the cop: ‘ght owners. 
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Cote d’Ivoire 


Paper Interviews ULIMO’s Koromah 


AB2006165395 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 20 Jun 95 p 23 


{Interview with General Alhaji Koromah, leader of 
the United Liberation Movement for Democracy in 
Liberia, by correspondents Michel Man and Eugene 
Kadet in Abidjan; date not given — first paragraph is 
FRATERNITE MATIN introduction] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Alhaji Koromah, leader of the 
United Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia 
([ULIMO], the Liberian rebel faction, recently visited 
Cote d’Ivoire. He agreed to grant us an interview. We, 
of course, discussed with him the issue of the war in 
Liberia as well as his hopes and expectations. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] What exactly did you say to 
President Bedie during your meeting? 


[Koromah] I must first say that I was really surprised 
when President Bedie received me, to see that he knew 
almost everything about me. He knew my academic 
background. He knew which university I attended. 
During our meeting, I told him that I came to Cote 
d’Ivoire to open up a kind of window on the Liberian 
peace process. | particularly wanted to show that Cote 
d’ Ivoire is not what it is believed to be, namely Taylor’s 
territory. I asked President Bedie to do everything within 
his power to ensure that Cote d’Ivoire’s name is no 
longer associated negatively with Taylor or the war in 
Liberia. 


{[FRATERNITE MATIN] What was his response? 


{Koromah] He assured me that there has never been a 
question of assisting Taylor. President Bedie said that 
Cote d’Ivoire is suffering a lot from this war. He added 
that he will do everything to ensure that the embargo is 
respected. In fact, Liberia and Cote d’Ivoire are made 
up of the same people, and have the same ethnic groups. 
I gave a lot of information to the president about how 
Taylor’s National Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL] is 
killing, and how Foday Sankoh’s group is destabilizing 
Sierra Leone with Taylor’s backing. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] You did not come just to talk 
about this belligerent situation. 


{[Koromah] Obviously, no. We talked about peace, and 
the way in which it can be set in motion in Liberia. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] What do you exactly expect 
from the Ivorian Government? 


{Koromah] Many things. First, the Ivorian-Liberian 
border must be fully guarded and controlled to prevent 
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anything that helps to perpetuate the war from entering 
Liberia. 


Second, we would like the Ivorian Government not to 
arrest or send back to Liberia the NPFL fighters who 
are tired and fed up with the war. I was very happy 
to see President Bedie give me assurances concerning 
these points. 


Third, I would like relations between the Ivorian Gov- 
ernment and ULIMO to be enhanced, because through 
ULIMO Cote d'Ivoire can have deeper contacts with 
the Liberian people. ULIMO comprises all the ethnic 
groups of Liberia. 


Fourth, we would like the Ivorian Government to 
encourage dialogue in Sierra Leone, and we would 
like Foday Sankoh’s representatives to stop all their 
activities in Abidjan. On this point, the president told 
me that these people live with some Ghanaians, and do 
not have any contacts with the Ivorian Government. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] Why are you demanding all 
that? 


[Koromah] First, because we want peace, and then 
because, as I said, we are the same people. I have 
relatives here. I have an uncle in Bouake whom I have 
never seen. (Before the interview ended, this uncle came 
to the hotel room). Furthermore, the war is getting 
increasingly closer to Cote d’Ivoire. If the war gets 
here, my uncle will be killed along with other innocent 
people. I do not want such a situation. I came to 
make the Ivorian Government and people aware of this 
problem. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] We are currently witnessing 
an increase in attacks against the innocent people of 
this country. Is it aimed at pushing Cote d’Ivoire into 
involving itself in the Liberian conflict? 


[Koromah] I think you should put this question to those 
who have been attacking. ULIMO is not involved. I 
do not know who attacked Cote d’Ivoire. ULIMO does 
not know who they are. We have very sophisticated 
weapons — earth to earth missiles — which can 
go beyond Liberia. However, we refuse to use them, 
because we do not have the hostile intentions to do so. 
We took these weapons away from Taylor, who did 
not hesitate to use them against civilians. We have got 
bombs and rockets, but we are never going to use them. 
We do not want to attack Cote d’Ivoire. We will never 
do that, because we want peace in Liberia and here, as 
well. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] That is what you say, but the 
armed gangs on the ground no longer obey the leaders. 
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{[Koromah}] ULIMO is a homogeneous, and very well- 
organized group. Quite a number of us used to work. We 
are intellectuals, who are fighting to free the Liberian 
people. We started the war with Taylor, but we realized 
that the war was turning into genocide, and racism. We 
organized ourselves to say no to these massacres. We 
are not a group of killers. I do not need this war. 


[FRATERNITE-MATIN] But you wage war. 


[Koromah] For reasons that I have given. Our fathers 
and mothers have been killed, and our brothers as 
well but this does not have to oblige us to engage 
in a vendetta. ULIMO is very disciplined for we 
are intellectuals engaged in the fight, and not former 
prisoners forced out of jail. We are not that gang of 
vandals and gangsters who kill for killing sake, and 
massacre for no reason. We have an objective, a set goal. 
We have no mercenaries in our ranks. When we say 
stop, ULIMO stops. We believe in one objective: Our 
struggle is in line with Africa’s emancipation struggle. 
It is the principle of negritude, the principle of African 
dignity. We reject slavery, and any manipulation by 
external forces. We are not fighting because we have 
arms. You will never find ULIMO engaging in any acts 
of vandalism but we are capable of going anywhere we 
want to. 


[FRATERNITE-MATIN] How possible? 


[Koromah] We are very organized. When I decided to 
come here people said I would be killed.... I said, it 
doesn’t matter! I will go all the same.... You know, 
changes cannot be effected by robots who are manipu- 
lated, or by tape recorders that only need to be plugged 
in to start playing, and which can be stopped at will. 
One must use one’s intelligence to effect change. One 
must be able to produce, to generate the necessary en- 
ergies that can help us to achieve development. War is 
not the path to development. We have to stop fighting. 


[FRATERNITE-MATIN] This is what all the faction 
leaders say. 


[Korot.ah] But we experience war. Why is Africa 
simply disintegrating while Europe is uniting? Why 
should people make a mockery of us? Why should 
journalists fish out to know who won this or that battle. 
Good Gracious! War is not a game; it is not a football 
match with a trophy at stake. The only trophies we have 
at the moment in Liberia are the many dead people 
we have. We must stop ridiculing ourselves. When two 
or three people die on the enemy side during a battle, 
I realize that two or three cousins have died, and it 
hurts me a lot.... The Patriotic Front was created by 
General Quiwonkpa. Quiwonkpa never ordered civilians 
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to be killed. Charles Taylor manipulated the front. 
Quiwonkpa wanted Samuel Doe to be kidnapped. 


[FRATERNITE-MATIN] Do you want to stop the war? 


[Koromah] Naturally, if I had as much weaponry as 
Taylor, the war would have been over by now. I am 
well-versed in guerrilla warfare. My men can stay in 
the bush for days for drills in laying ambushes. 


[FRATERNITE-MATIN] Who gives you assistance? 
[Koromah] Nobody. 

[FRATERNITE-MATIN] What about Nigeria? 
{[Koromah] We have no support from Nigeria. 


[FRATERNITE-MATIN] Besides, we have clashed 
with the Nigerian soldiers on several occasions. No, I 
can assure you that nobody gives us support. 


[FRATERNITE-MATIN] Not even Guinea? 


{[Koromah] I repeat that nobody does. You have often 
heard how officials of the Economic Community of 
West African States Cease- Fire Monitoring Group 
speak about us on the BBC’s airwaves. We are fighting 
unaided down in the heart of the bush. We don’t 
have any military links with Nigeria although nothing 
prevents us from doing so. 


[FRATERNITE-MATIN] If you were president, what 
would your social program be? 


[Koromah] At the moment, I am thinking about how 
my demobilized soldiers can be integrated into normal 
civilian life. In fact, I have no ambition, no desire to 
become president. I embarked on this war because I 
wanted change in my country.... I am not a politician. 
Politicians fight for key posts but I am fighting for 
the ideal of change. My struggle must be beneficial to 
others, to my people. I am not interested in posts. 


Nigeria 


Government Maintains Silence Over Obasanjo’s 
Fate 


AB2006174195 Paris AFP in English 
1442 GMT 20 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 20 Jun (AFP) — 
Speculation rose over the fate of General Olusegun 
Obasanjo on Tuesday [20 June], as authorities refused 
to disclose their plans for the former Nigerian head of 
state following his rearrest a week ago. 


The independent daily AM NEWS said a recent increase 
in security around the Lagos garrison could indicate 
that Obasanjo might soon be brought before a military 
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tribunal currently trying 23 on charges of attempting a 
coup against the Nigerian Government. 


The general, Africa’s first military leader to hand power 
voluntarily to an elected civilian government, has been 
publicly accused by the Nigerian junta of involvement 
in the same alleged plot. : 


The TRIBUNE newspaper said in a headline, "Obasanjo 
yet to appear before tribunal." Put another paper, 
THIS DAY, claimed Tuesday that Obasanjo’s trial had 
been postponed following pressure from some retired 
generals who feared worldwide condemnation which 
could weaken the regime. 


Obasanjo was first arrested in March and detained for 
10 days before being placed under house arrest after 
U.S. former President Jimmy Carter intervened on his 
behalf. He was taken away from his home last Tuesday 
by soldiers. Authorities have refused to disclose where 
he is being held and will not say whether he is to appear 
before the military tribunal. 


Bundu on Solutions, Resolution to Crises 


AB2106141295 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 
1030 GMT 21 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The secretary of state for 
foreign affairs of Sierra Leone, Dr. Abbas Bundu, has 
said that a full resolution of the crises in Sierra Leone 
and Liberia is a prerequisite for the installation of 
democratic governments in those countries. 


Dr. Bundu said the issues of disarmament and demobi- 
lization of the combatants must now be fully resolved. 
He said he was optimistic that the next ECOWAS [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States] summit on 
Liberia will come out with a lasting solution to the lin- 
gering crises in the two countries. The foreign minister 
is a member of a trade mission to Nigeria. 


Chief of Staff Assures Communities of Security 


AB2206081495 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 21 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The chief of general staff, 
Lieutenant General Oladipo Diya, has again reassured 
aii Nigerians and inhabitants of the Bakassi Peninsula 
that the Federal Government will do everything legally 
possible to ensure that the peninsula continues to be part 
and parcel of Nigeria. The chief of general staff gave 
the assurance in Abuja while opening the ninth statutory 
meeting of the National Boundary Commission in his 
capacity as the commission chairman. [passage omitted] 


[Begin Diya recording] The Federal Government is not 
unaware of the problems facing border communities, es- 
pecially in the states which share international bound- 
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aries with Nigeria’s neighbors. The inhabitants of the 
Bakassi Peninsula are therefore advised to remain calm 
and give the Federal Government their unflinching sup- 
port in a bid to realize this objective. We look forward 
to the day when our borders will cease to be flash points 
of conflicts but bridges of mutual understanding, peace, 
and prosperity for the greater glory of the Federal Re- 
public of Nigeria. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Spokesman Denies Arms Shipments to Rwanda 


AB2206090095 Lagos NAN in English 
1712 GMT 21 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, June 21 (NAN) — 
Nigeria has denied shipping arms to defeated former 
Rwandan Government forces alleged to be re-grouping 
in Zaire in preparation for re-newed fighting in Rwanda. 
The director of defence information, Brigadier General 
Fred Chijuka, who spoke on the allegation today in 
Lagos, said that it was “not true" adding that Nigeria 
remained committed to its foreign policy which has 
Africa as its centre-point. He noted that Nigeria cou!d 
not be helping to solve African problems and, at same 
time, complicating it through such an act as alleged. 
Brig. Gen. Chijuka noted that the allegation was [word 
indistinct] complicating Nigeria’s efforts at assisting the 
peace process in Rwanda. He said that Nigerian troops 
in the UN peace keeping operations in Rwanda were 
doing fine. 


It will be recalled that the massive bloodshed which 
engulfed Rwanda from April, last year, ended in July 
with the victory of the Rwandan Patriotic Front, whose 
forces have metamorphosed into the new Rwandan 
Army. Most of the forces of the defeated government 
Army are currently seeking refuge in Zaire. A NEWS 
AGENCY OF NIGERIA, (NAN), correspondent, who 
visited Rwanda late last year, recalls that negotiations 
between the two nations on the issue of return of arms 
taken into Zaire by former government forces, had not 
yielded [word indistinct] result. 


Minister on Effects of Dollar Depreciation 


AB2206110395 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 22 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister of petroleum 
resources, Chief Dan Etete, says the depreciation of 
the value of the dollar on which the unit cost of oil 
is based will not have any adverse effect on Nigeria’s 
economy. Chief Etete stated this in Vienna yesterday 
while answering questions from reporters at the end of 
OPEC meeting. Energy correspondent Mayaki Okpong 
was there: 
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[Begin recording] [Mayaki] Chief Etete said the issue 
of the fluctuation in the value of the dollar had been 
adequately taken care of in this year’s budget. He 
said government had anticipated the situation and made 
provision to cushion the effects. The minister said 
the matter had been discussed at the conference and 
measures taken in the interest of member states. Chief 
Etete gave his impressions of the conference. 


[Etete] Members are very friendly and also [words 
indistinct] we are very confident; we are (?optimistic) 
[word indistinct]. 


[Mayaki] On the Gabonese issue, Chief Etete expressed 
the hope that the matter would be resolved amicably. 
Gabon threatened to withdraw her membership from the 
organization for being asked to pay the same amount 
of membership fees with better oil-producing member 
states. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 
Troops Ambush Rebels Near Bo, Over 20 Killed 


AB2006174895 Paris AFP in English 
1550 GMT 20 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, 20 Jun (AFP) — 
Government troops killed between 20 and 30 rebels in 
the south of Sierra Leone, according to reports reaching 
the capital Tuesday [20 June]. No casualty was reported 
on the government side but one civilian died in the 
crossfire late Monday with one house torched. 


Independent journalists and relief aid officials in the area 
told AFP that about 130 rebels of the Revolutionary 
United Front (RUF), carrying bazookas and mortars 
as well as AK-47 and AK-58 rifles, were ambushed 
by government troops at Sembehun near the southern 
provincial headquarter town of Bo, 170 kilometres (105 
miles) east of Freetown. 


Sierra Leone’s four-year civil war began in the extreme 
southeast of the country in late March 1991. Around 
10,000 people are estimated to have died in the fighting, 
which has helped ruin a country that ranks among the 
five poorest in the world. 


Government Lifts Ban on Political Parties 


AB2106135295 Paris AFP in English 
1335 GMT 21 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, June 21 (AFP) — 
Sierra Leone’s military government Wednesday [21 
June] officially unbanned political parties, which have 
been illegal here since a coup in April 1992. 


"The decree stipulates that all political parties should 
register afresh and pay a still unspecified amount,” a 
legal adviser said. 
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The document, which also spells out the grounds for 
refusing registration, was discussed by the junta led 
by Captain Valentine Strasser last week, according to 
political sources. 


The decree allows parties "to function normally in 
preparation for general and presidential elections due 
later in the year." 


Interim National Electoral Commission (INEC) head 
James Jonah said on June 5 that some 30 former 
politicians found guilty of corruption by a commission 
of inquiry in 1993 and 1994 would remain banned from 
politics once parties were allowed to re-register. 


These include former president Joseph Momoh, now 
in exile in neighbouring Guinea, and several of his 
ministers. 


Before Strasser’s government ousted Momoh on April 
29, 1992, around eight parties existed, including Mo- 
moh’s All People’s Congress (APC), which at one time 
was the sole legal party and which was widely blamed 
for Sierra Leone’s economic decline in the 1980s. 


The junta has undertaken to return the country to democ- 
racy in early 1996, but many observers have suggested 
this will not be possible without rapid progress soon in 
the war against rebels of the Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF). 


The RUF lauched a rebellion in the extreme southeast of 
the poverty-stricken country in late March 1991. Some 
10,000 people have died in the fighting, according to 
official figures. 


Senegal 


Army Controls Casamance; Tourists Still Missing 


AB2006194395 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 20 Jun 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program; hosted by 
Kwabena Mensah] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Since the resurgence of rebel 
activity in southern Senegal this year, the general 
impression has been one of chaos in the Casamance. 
Separatist MFDC [Movement of Democratic Forces 
of Casamance] rebels have had the Senegalese Army 
operating at full stretch. There have been a number of 
embarrassing incidents in the Guinea-Bissau border, and 
several people have gone missing, including a group 
of French tourists. Then last week, a rebel spokesman 
announced that their truce with the government in Dakar 
was off. Our colleague, Thierry Augier, is just back from 
Casamance, and I asked him if things in the province 
were really as bad as they seemed: 
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[Begin recording] [Augier) Well, the fighting has ended. 
There was a big government operation that started in 
late April to find those four missing French tourists. 
The operation lasted a couple of weeks since then. 
The government has the province firmly under control 
so everything is quiet. There is still a no-go area in 
the southern part of Casamance. The provincial capital 
is Ziguinchor. The other big resort on the beach is 
Cap Skirring. The road between the two is fine. The 
government controls this. You can’t go south of that, 
but if you stick to the main access, you can also go into 
the bush north. It’s absolutely fine, and what happened 
with those four tourists is that they strayed south of the 
access toward the border with Guinea-Bissau. Well, that 
has been a no-go area for tourists for the past couple of 
years, and still is, but apart from that, the province is 
extremely quiet, and extremely enjoyable. 


[Mensah] What do we know about the fate of these four 
French tourists? 


[Augier] There’s still no word officially about what 
happened to them but there’s a growing feeling that they 
were killed. We don’t know whether they were killed 
by government troops or by rebels. There’s absolutely 
no proof. The car in which they were — a four-wheel 
drive — was recovered last week. It had no trace of 
bullets, so it’s anybody’s guess what happened them, 
and where they are now. 


[Mensah] What is the likelihood that they might have 
been kidnapped by the MFDC rebels? 


[Augier] Well, some people say that it’s a possibility. 
It’s really no saying. Also people say it might have 
been.... [pauses] The Army might have been responsible 
for their kidnapping or their death in order to provide an 
excuse for this big mop-up operation which happened 
in southern Casamance. Impossible to say who 1s right. 


[Mensah] But can we take it then that things being 
quiet in Casamance, that the MFDC has been subdued 
effectively for the time being? 


[Augier] That is true, but this might be also dangerous 
for the government. At present, the rebels have been 
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largely flushed out from southern Casamance, but we 
don’t know where they are, and they are potentially dan- 
gerous. Also, the government operation has increased 
bad blood in Casamance itself. It’s quite hard to say how 
much support the rebels have among the local popula- 
tion. They do have some degree of support, that’s for 
sure, and it is possible that the government operation 
might have increased this support. 


[Mensah] Presumably, as the Senegalese Army gets the 
upper hand, it creates a problem over the border for 
Guinea-Bissau. 


[Augier] Yes, well, this problem has been boiling for 
a long time and, indeed, if you recall earlier this 
year, Senegalese jets have bombed villages over the 
border. It is a big problem because although there is 
every indication that there is no official support from 
the authorities in Guinea-Bissau for the rebels, there 
is evidently support from the population themselves. 
They are the same people — the Diola people — 
on both sides of the border. We also must remember 
that the government in Guinea-Bissau is controlled by 
former rebels, as it were, who had their headquarters 
in Zinguinchor during the war against the Portuguese 
authorities under colonial rule, and there is definitely a 
feeling that there should be some sort of reciprocation. 
The Casamance people helped us and, maybe, we've 
got to do something for them now in Guinea-Bissau. 


[Mensah] What do ordinary people in Casamance think 
about this fight for independence because it must surely 
be unrealistic? 


[Augier] I haven’t seen widespread support for indepen- 
dence, but then, again, people who have expressed the 
support openly have been put in jail, so it is quite likely 
that a lot of people, although they may not be as ex- 
treme as the rebels, do have, you know, sympathy for 
the MFDC. But at the moment, it is very hard to tell 
because the Army is imposing its rule, and is putting 
in jail anyone who is openly advocating independence. 
[end recording] 
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